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Process Paper  

How did I choose my topic and how does it relate to the annual theme? ​

Near the start of my project, I recently read When the Emperor was Divine, a novel describing a 

Japanese American family shipped away to concentration camps, and the dehumanization 

involved. Reading this novel led me to wonder how those living in my area specifically were 

affected by the government’s actions during World War 2, and made we want to explore the 

significant political, economic, and social implications of internment camps and their effects on 

Japanese Americans.  

How did I conduct my research?  

I began my research by looking through many historical sources to understand the context of 

the situation. This gave me insight to what I should continue researching about throughout the 

rest of my project. I looked through personal accounts, court cases, photos, etc, and searched for 

peer-reviewed analysis on the situation. Finally, I looked at newspaper articles and other 

primary sources from outside perspectives and related this to how society treated Japanese 

Americans following World War 2.  

How did I create my project?  

I wanted to use a website to convey my argument mainly because I found it important to convey 

my argument in a visual and interactive form. Utilizing images can allow readers to truly 

understand how horribly Japanese Americans were treated, allowing for more of a connection 

between the reader and the situation. I’ve worked on website design before and found it 

enjoyable, so choosing to design a visually appealing website for this project proves as a doable 

project.  

 
What is my historical argument?  

 



When Japanese Americans living in the Bay Area had their rights taken away during World War 

2 (e.g. shipped to internment camps, forced to sleep in horse stalls, placed under close watch by 

armed guards), they were placed in a precarious situation wedged between their rights and 

responsibilities. Were they to fight for the rights taken away by the United States government, or 

to follow their responsibility of following their country - or was their responsibility to rebel 

against this oppressive government and fight for their rights as Americans did hundreds of years 

before in the American Revolution? Using historical evidence, I answer this question in my 

argument.  

In what ways is my topic significant in history?  

This topic explores how the government rationalizes and allows outright disregard for basic 

human rights during war-time, and how we, as Americans, should respond. It represents a 

fight for rights by Asian Americans during this timeline, and how during wartime the 

government rationalizes inhumane acts by using war as an excuse. It proves as a cautionary 

tale for the future, as well as an important memory to hold in respect for those who were 

forced to go through internment and have their rights taken away.  
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